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Tree School: Educational Conference For

Foresters, Arborists and Gardeners
Join us  at  the  inaugural  Tree  School  event!  The  Spokane 
Conservation  District  and  WSU  Spokane  County  
Extension  are planning  an  educational  conference  
for  foresters,  arborists,  small forestland  owners  and  
backyard  gardeners  who  want  to  expand their  skills  
and  knowledge.  Participants will  choose  from  16  course 
offerings and attend up to six; most classes are 50 minutes 
long with a 10 minute passing period. 

Registration is open to everyone, but will be specifically 
appealing to professionals seeking International Society of Arborists continuing education 
credits, Society of American Foresters credits and Washington Pesticide credits. The event 
program is packed with classes for credit, but all courses are open to all participants.  

Saturday, August 16 | 8am-3:30pm | $50 per person | Register at www.sccd.org 
Located at the Spokane Conservation District and WSU Extension, 210 and 222 N Havana

First OSS Connection Project Completed
On June 26th, SCD staff completed their first connection project under the On Site Septic 
(OSS) program.  Darlene Christenson received a combination grant and loan through the 
OSS program which helped her complete her connection to the municipal sewer system in 
Spokane Valley.  The work was done by Clay Rolls, owner of Bear’s Backhoe and Dozer 
Service, Inc.  All phases of the construction went smoothly and the work was completed 
quickly.  Darlene found that the performance of her plumbing was greatly improved after 
the connection, due to a hidden defect in her old septic system that was only discovered 
after construction began.  As part of the connection project, 
the old septic system was pumped, filled with gravel, and 
abandoned.  Without the financial assistance, provided by 
SCD and the Washington State Department of Ecology, 
Darlene would not have been able to afford the costs 
associated with completing the legally required connection.

If you have not yet connected to available municipal 
sewer or you have a failing septic system, visit  
www.spokanesepticloans.org for more information.



End of School Year Report Card 
The end of the 2013/2014 school year 
concludes another year of successfully getting 
environmental education on the ground and in 
our schools. Environmental education focuses 
on the natural world, how it functions, issues 
that endanger it, and how to manage it properly. 
While all departments at SCD offer various 
educational opportunities, Stacey Selcho, our 
Education Coordinator, brings this education 
right into the classrooms. 

Water on Wheels and Wheat Week are two programs that offer individual lessons or 
a week of lessons. Those two programs reached 4068 students this year. The Trout 
in the Classroom program where students learn about their watershed by raising 
trout in the classroom for half the school year reached 753 students. 

All of these programs are deliberately tied in to the existing science education in the 
schools. The lessons and materials enhance, supplement, and make connections to 
students’ classroom learning. Another wonderful part of these programs is that they 
are offered for free, including materials, and taught by a certified teacher. 

These services are provided with support from several sponsors that provide funding 
year after year. Washington Grain Commission, Washington State Conservation 
Commission, Spokane Fly Fishers, and Trout Unlimited are just a few that have also 
made it part of their mission to provide for quality education for our students. If you 
would like to  donate to support these programs, visit www.sccd.org or call 509-535-
7274.

Calling All Teachers!
If teachers need help with natural resource education in the outdoors or in the 
classroom, we have lessons and materials to support them. If teachers are planning 
on taking a field trip and would like to do soils investigations or water quality testing 
let us know! 

Some of the best educational support in Spokane County is available in our local 
utilities and non-profits. We work continuously with places like Spokane County 
Water Resources, Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency, and The Lands Council to 
reach an even wider audience.

Summer is currently in session but the education continues. Teachers take this time 
to fine tune their curricula and continue their own education. We are offering six 
teacher workshops here at the SCD this summer; Project Learning Tree, Project 
WET, and The River Mile to name a few. 

Education is the key to conserving our natural resources. If you would like to help 
open these doors for students in your life check us out online at www.sccd.org, or 
contact Stacey Selcho at stacey-selcho@sccd.org. 

Intern Highlight

Jasmine Loupe has joined the SCD  
as a summer intern with the Water 
Resources Department. Jasmine is a 
first-year student in the Water Resources 
Technology program at Spokane 
Community College. 

Jasmine helps out with a variety of tasks. 
She enjoys the adventure of every day 
being different. So far, she has gone 
wading in several creeks, installed a 
water monitoring device, taken water 
quality samples, and sawed the bottoms 
off of almost 100 plastic flower pots!

Her most consistent task is watering 550 
shrubs and trees planted by volunteers 
last fall at the Stateline Access Project. 
While the water access is now open to 
the public, the young trees and shrubs 
will need some help to survive the dry 
summer.

Jasmine intends to complete her degree 
next spring. She is uncertain where her 
chosen field will take her, but is looking 
forward to finding out.



Repairing and Protecting Nature and 
Recreation on the Spokane River

Several agencies and countless volunteers are involved in the Stateline Restoration 
Project, and everyone is starting to notice the project improvements! Although the 
river access area has long been popular for fishing, kayaking, rafting and other non-
motorized boat activities, it had fallen into severe disrepair. Lack of site management, 
informal vehicle use and numerous trails had impaired shoreline vegetation and 
created noxious weed problems; it was near nature, but not near perfect. 

 The SCD, in cooperation with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Washington 
State Parks, and the Spokane River Forum has been working to restore 800 feet of 
the Spokane River shoreline near the Washington-Idaho State Line. The site is located 
along the Spokane River between the Appleway Bridge and the I-90 Bridge and is 
owned by the Washington State Department of Transportation.

This project improved and restored the 
shoreline and riparian habitat with native 
plantings, and improved the water quality 
of the Spokane River by reducing erosion 
and restoring disturbed areas. It will also 
formalize existing shoreline access points 
for pedestrians and non-motorized boat 
launching as well as limit uncontrolled 
vehicle access. 

Construction and rehabilitation of the site 
began in fall 2013. 64 volunteers, SCD staff and the Spokane River Forum staff planted 
550 native plants in the riparian and upland area. Following the planting, a wildflower 
and native grass seed mix was put down over the newly planted area. A post and rail 
fence was installed to control access and define a parking area and drive area to the 
boat launch. A more formalized gravel roadway and parking lot were created after the 
fence was completed. Strategic boulders and approach aprons were placed to further 
control vehicle access around the Centennial Trail.  

The project is already getting 
lots of attention from river 
users, centennial trail users, 
and especially people who love 
to take their dogs for a splash 
in the water. As Andy Dunau 
from the Spokane River Forum 
said, “In the end, the best 
way to protect and restore the 
Spokane River is to let people 
get out there and enjoy it”. 

Summer Employee

Eric Bowden is our Grounds Maintenance 
Specialist for the summer. His duties fall 
under the forestry department with Garth 
Davis as his supervisor. Eric is especially 
excited to be working at the SCD because 
it’s his first “real job”. It is challenging, 
physical work and Eric is getting a lot of 
experience in pruning, mulching flower 
beds, and lots of weeding! 

“Everyone at the SCD is so friendly,” 
Eric said, “It makes the day go fast even 
when the work is hot and hard. I really 
appreciate the opportunity to be here and 
know that if I have questions, everybody 
is willing to help.”

Eric is a sophomore at University High 
School where he plays baseball and is a 
cellist in the orchestra and chamber. 

He hopes to continue working here and 
learning about the SCD and conservation 
projects saying, “Maybe there are other 
ways I can help.”



Calling All Sponsors and Vendors
Annual INW Small Farms Conference

The 4th Annual Inland Small Farms 
Conference is November, 1, 2014 in 
the LAIR at the Spokane Community 
College. Join us NOW as a sponsor 
to be featured in all upcoming 
advertisements. Find sponsor/vendor 
forms and more information at www.
sccd.org/smacreage. 

This year, the theme is Farm-A-
Palouse-A: Food & Farming for 
Everyone. The seminars have been 
selected to allow small urban and 
rural farmers to select a full day of 

educational programming from the 30 seminars offered. Courses are arranged 
over six tracks that cover Legal/Business, Marketing, Animals, Crops, and Country 
Life. Examples of courses include WSDA Green Book and Cottage Food Law, 
Business Model Canvas, Raising Rabbits for Meat, Permaculture, Using High 
Tunnels, and Planning for Farm Emergencies. 

Registration will open at www.sccd.org on August 1, 2014. The cost is $25 per 
student with ID, $50 per person, and $80 per pair. Three types of scholarships  
are available: Veterans scholarships, financial need-based scholarships, and 
scholarships for english language learners to bring a translator for assistance. 

Farm-A-Palouse-A is hosted by SCD, WSU Spokane County Extension and 
Spokane Community College Ag and Hort Club.
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Fall Reforestation Sale
The SCD will host their 2nd Annual Fall 
Reforestation Sale. This sale will include 
Douglas Fir, Ponderosa Pine and Western 
Larch. There is a minimum order of 100 
stems per species. 

This year the Reforestation Sale will 
feature two sizes. A 5” cubic plug and a 
16” cubic plug. These are similar to our 8” 
cubic plug and Plug 1 sizes in our annual 
sale. 

Orders may be placed from August 1 - 
September 31 and pick up will be in mid to 
late October depending on precipitation. 
Look to place your order online at  
www.sccd.org on August 1 - like always, 
it’s first come, first served! 

Below: Three views of Western Larch.


